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As for the above illustration, it may be replied :
" In all the circumstances of this concrete case either
sixpence is too little, or it is enough, in which case
a shilling is too much ; and there is, considering the
needs of the beggar and the means of the giver, one
right donation and no other. Practically, one cannot
deliberate for ever, but must act upon thought
sufficient for the occasion."

When we recognise the urgency of conscience as
the effort of the Divine to realise itself in us, as the
growing-pains of the soul rising above itself, beyond
itself; when we estimate sin, not by its external
heterogeneous consequences, but by its inherent evil
and its necessary development in the way of spiri-
tual distortion and impoverishment, it is no longer
possible to believe in actions wilfully less good that
are not thereby in some measure sinful, spiritually
hurtful, grievings of the Holy Ghost. Not to ad-
vance is to go back; to go back is back-sliding, is
sin. This were a terrible doctrine, fruitful of morbid
scrupulosity, were God conceived as furibund and
vindictive, and not as the Physician, the Shepherd
and Overseer of our souls. But the irascible despot-
God belongs to the juridical conception of sin as
taxed with rewards and punishments. What is sin
therefore for one is not sin for another; what was
right for me yesterday is wrong for me to-day,
because I have grown older, risen higher, seen more.
A child does laudably what is childishness in a man ;
and nearly all sin is a sort of childishness, or an-
achronism. The virtues of the savage are the vices
of the civilised. Hence we are all unprofitable ser-
vants and can never do more than our bare duty.